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admit, I never imagined I would have reason to meet the young man leading the charge. They call you
aprophet, you know."
"Not a very good one in your case, Your Grace," Kirsch replied. "When I asked if I might meet you
and your colleagues privately, I calculated only a twenty percent chance you would accept."
"And as I told my colleagues, the devout can always benefit from listening to nonbelievers. It is in
hearing the voice of the devil that we car better appreciate the voice of God." The old man smiled. "I
am joking, of course. Please forgive my aging sense of humor. My filters fail me from time to time."
With that, Bishop Valdespino motioned ahead. "The others are waiting. This way, please."
Kirsch eyed their destination, a colossal citadel of gray stone perched on the edge of a sheer cliff that
plunged thousands of feet down into a lush tapestry of wooded foothills. Unnerved by the height,
Kirsch averted his eyes from the chasm and followed the bishop along the uneven cliffside path,
turning his thoughts to the meeting ahead.
Kirsch had requested an audience with three prominent religious leaders who had just finished
attending a conference here.
The Parliantent of the World's Religions.
Since 1893, hundreds of spiritual leaders from nearly thirly world religions had gathered in a different
location every few years to spend a week engaged in interfaith dialogue. Participants included a wide
array of influential Christian priests, Jewish rabbis, and Islamic mullahs from around the worId, along
with Hindupujaris, Buddhist bhikkhus, Jains, Sikhs, and others.
The parliament's self-proclaimed objective was "to cultivate harmony among the world's religions,
build bridges between diverse spiritualities, and celebrate the intersections of all faith." [...]
"I looked at your curriculum vitae," the bishop said abruptly, glancing at Kirsch. "I see you're a
product of Harvard University?"
"Undergraduate. Yes."
"I see. Recently, I read that for the first time in Harvard's history, the incoming student body consists
of more atheists and agnostics than those who identiff as followers of any religion. That is quite a
telling statistic, Mr. Kirsch."
What can I tell you, Kirsch wanted to reply, our students keep getting smarter.
The wind whipped harder as they arrived at the ancient stone edifice. Inside the dim light of the
building's entryway, the air was heavy with the thick fragrance of buming frankincense. The two men
snaked through a maze of dark corridors, and Kirsch's eyes fought to adjust as he followed his cloaked
host. Finally, they arrived at an unusually small wooden door. The bishop knocked, ducked down, and
entered, motioning for his guest to follow.
Uncertain, Kirsch stepped over the threshold. [...]
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a white vestment worn by Roman Catholic bishop in choir dress

a small skullcap worn by clerics of various Catholic churches

one of the most expensive suits in the world

brand name; British firm producing expensive men's shoes

Priifungsteil C

Your school is organizing an exchange with a high school in the USA. To help the American students
prepare for their stay in Germany, your school is creating an English website with information on
different aspects of German customs and culture.
In order to explain the Germans' attitude towards tap and mineral water write a coherent
200 words. Only use the information from the following article.
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